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“Seagrave has disinterred one of Chinese history’s more shadowy figures and proven that truth is far more interesting 
than the bizarre myths that were attached to her.”
-- Paul Theroux
 
“Seagrave writes with the assurance, wit and irony that derive from expert knowledge of Chinese history.”
-- Anthony Burgess, The Observer
 
“Seagrave provides as sad and outrageous a record of imperialism as can be found anywhere in the world.”
-- San Francisco Chronicle
 
“A fine book... full of glories and horrors... rich, dense and angry.” 
-- Chicago Sun-Times
 
“Superb, impeccably researched...”  
-- Publishers Weekly


